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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents . 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta, 
I'ma 42 year old woman who lived with my 
only lover in an 8 year relationship. I just 
wanted to talk to someone about how I feel. 
My ex-lover and I didn't really have any 
other friends like us, I didn't want to have 
dykes for friends. Even now, when I hear 
the word "lesbian" or "homosexual" I get a 
knot in my stomach and my face turns red. 
I drank, and still drink a lot, almost every 
day. I would never go to the clubs - what if 
someone saw me! I wish more than any- 
thing thatI could bestraight, but know that 
would never work for me. IfanyoneI worked 
with ever found out about me, I think I 
would seriously consider killing myself. 
Womonspace Newsis the only 
gay stuff I've ever read; I can 
only pick it up from the 
bookstore if there's no one else 
around. I think your magazine 
is pretty good - I can't believe 
you actually print your names 
- but I really think, too, that it's 
really no use. The world is 
never going to change, we are 
never going to be normal. 


Queer 


Your questions and letters are 
welcome! Loretta will try to 

answer as many letters as possible. 
~ Please submit your mail to Loretta 
74 Love, c/o Womonspace, 9930 - 106 St. 

' Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 


Bice to the er ey 


Dear Queer, 

We have grown up with homophobia all 
around us, from the time we were very 
young. Few of us were lucky enough to 
have lesbian role models. It's a life long 
challenge for us to live by what we know is 
right in our hearts, and reject the negativity 
and stereotyping. 


I don't believe that anyone can become a 
well adjusted, happy, "normal" person on 
their own. You need the support of other 
lesbians who have gone through the same 
challenges. You need counselling to work 
through your own prejudices. You need to 
realize that you have a right to love, to 
marry, to have children. We 
have to create the supports for 
ourselves that heterosexuals 
take for granted. Call the Gay 
and Lesbian Community Cen- 
tre to set up counselling witha 
gay (or gay positive) therapist. 
Dont’ give up on yourself. 
Good Luck. 


Loretta 
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(nterview With Candas Jane Dorsey 


by Lisa Ashley 


Candas Jane Dorsey is an Edmonton writer 
whose voice is becoming increasingly important 
in the lesbian and gay community. She has three 
books of poetry and onecollectionof short stories; 
Machine Sex & Other Stories (Tesseracts, 1988), 
and is nearing completion of her first novel. 


Q: Candas, could youexplain why your writing 
is considered important to the lesbian 
community? 


A: I’m concerned when I look at feminism as 
well as gay and lesbian activism; that some 
people have learned the politically correct 
things to say, but haven’t changed their 
basic way of looking at the world. There’s a 
lot of sexism in the straight world and a lot 
of very negative attitudes people have about 
the opposite sex. When people come out, or 
become feminists, they learn new ways to 
say the same old negative things. I think 
that it’s a pity in the gay and lesbian 
community that there’s so much 
unscrutinized misogyny among gay men 
and misanthropy among lesbians. 


QO: Hmmm! 


A: It’s especially obvious among very young 
gay men and lesbians who have always 
lived inacommunity, rather thaninisolation 
- they tend to make their community exclu- 
sive rather than inclusive. Unfortunately, 
they don’t recognize that their community 
itself wascreated and isdefined by exclusion 
- exclusion from the heterosexual main- 
stream. So they’re simply mirroring the 
behavior of heterosexual bigots. In the 
process, they mirror the sexism of society 
and end up trashing their brothersand sisters 
in oppression. 5 


And try being bisexual in such a divided 
world! Nobody knows whose side you're 
on - for good reason - because you haven’t 
taken sides. Refusing to take sides is 
interpreted as traitorous, or as a betrayal of 
either hide-bound heterosexuals or defen- 
sive gay menand lesbians. The reality is that 
both “sides” are defined by social pressure 
based on tyranny of gender. It’s a far greater 
revolutionary act, in some cases, to refuse 
gender definition entirely. 


: And you feel you’re able to illustrate this in 


you stories? 


: Yes, thinkI can say it without being didactic, 


nor am I trashing the gay and lesbian 
community. I think the activism and 
visibility of our community is essential and 
has already resulted in immense social 
change. It’s a social change which is on- 
going and working toward exactly the same 
blurring of definitions about which I speak 
and write. 

My writing comes out of the things that | 
passionately believe - I suppose that’s true 
of every writer, everyone brings a bias to 
their art, but as writers/artists we should 
know what our biases are so that we don’t 
make them into prejudices. There’s enough 
prejudice in the world without making more. 


: So,how exactly doeas your writing challenge 


such deeply entrenched sexism? 


: (I guess) the main technique is my use, or 
non use, of gender pronouns. I found that as 
I told the stories of certain individuals, I was 
not particularly interested in their gender, 
so I tended to omit gender pronouns. 
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"Sleeping in a Box”, the first story in the 
book, won the Canadian Science Fiction and 
Fantasy Award for best shortstory inEnglish 
the year it was published. 

“Willows”, is another story that has gotten a 
lot of attention - these are both stories where 


there is no way to identify the narrator as 


either female or male. 

At first | was unaware of what I was doing 
- it was pointed out to me by fellow writers. 
The gender of the characters in my stories 
was nota terribly important fact about them. 
John Stoltenberg in his book, Refusing to be 
a Man, talks very clearly about how gender 
is a social constructand is not the same thing 
as genital or genetic identity. 

"As long as we think as individuals or as a 
society that gender identity is the first bit of 
information we need to know about a human 
being, we will continue to be trapped in oppressive 
patterns of sexism and heterosexism.” 


: Heterosexism is something that we’re all 
guilty of - it seems even the aware and 
enlightened practice it without realizing 
what we are doing! 


: Yes, it’s very pervasive in our culture to 
think of the -terosexual model of couples 
as thenorma::’ it’snotonly the Tory Family 
Caucus that does that. It’s very common for 
gay and lesbian couples to try to bend 
themselves into the mold of the perfect 
suburban family with 2 cats, 1 dog, 2 cars, 
maybe even 2 kids, and a gas BBQ. They 
figure if they’renormal enough the neighbors 
will quit hating them for not being 
heterosexual but that’s a fallacy. As long as 
we define sexuality according to gender and 
thus create gender preference we are going 
to be caught in the same social construct, 
and historically and statistically that 
construct is heterosexism. 

With my work, people respond and react 
strongly to “pronoun free” stories - and 
sometimes have seen very disturbed and 
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challenged by them. The stories are told in 
the first person and the reader will often 
assume that the narrator isa woman because 
the writer of the story is a woman. Then, 
they’Il come to a passage where the narrator 
is making love to another person. If that 
person is a woman, then the narrator is 
suddenly revealed as a lesbian woman or a 
heterosexual man, and depending on how 
they feel about alternative gender preference, 
that may upset them. But what if the person 
is active/aggressive, or sensitive / passive? 
Some readers will make decisions about 
gender based on this. The general effect is to 
leave them thoroughly confused! Which is 
fine by me. The readers who are thinking 
about their own reactions will realize that I 
intended that confusion and will be able to 
glimpse a possible society where it won’t 
matter what sex a person is. Ursula K. 
LeGuin wrote an essay called, “Is Gender 
Necessary?” - I would argue that it is not! 


: So how would a person be, politically, I 


mean, if they were to view the world this 
way? 


: That's a very important question. Brian 


Fawcettin his essay “Politics and the English 
Language 1991” defines what he called “the 
new politics”. 

He says, “There are only three kinds of political 
beings in the world. First, there are people who 
will try to see and tell the truth, and try toact on 
it in the interests of everyone. Second, there are 
- let me put this as succinctly as possible - 
assholes. Third, there are people who are too 
weakened by poverty, diseaseand violence to care 
about being either of the first two. Good politics 
consists of behaviors that enlarge the numbers of 
type Aand reduce, without violence or arrogance, 
the numbers of types B and C.” 

I’ve found this to be a useful definitional 
device, especially as it sets out the “rules” of 
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Politics 


Torontonians Chant 
“Lesbian Sex Is Not Porn!” 

Over 500 gays and lesbians 
turned out May 2 to protest charges 
laid against the Toronto Bookstore 
“Glad Day Books”. A copy of the 
lesbian leather magazine “Bad 
Attitudes" was purchased by 
constable Pat Macukar and viewed 
for a month (!) before the constable 
returned to charge the bookstore. 
Bad Attitudes contains stories, comics and 
photographs of lesbian sexuality, including 
penetration and light bondage. As the editor of Bad 
Attitudes writes, “This magazine is called ‘Bad 
Attitudes’ because that’s what womyn who take their 
sexuality into their own hands (so to speak) are told 
they have.” Jeff Moore, co-chair of the Canadian 
Committee Against Customs Censorship says the 
current charges are “further evidence that the 
government of Canada wants to dictate how gays and 
lesbians perceive and express their sexuality.” 


Gay Woman Gets Custody 

(Vancouver) A Vancouver area woman’s lesbian 
relationship does not prevent her from gaining custody 
of her four children, says a B.C. Supreme Court judge. 

The children, aged two to seven, would be better 
off with their mother rather than their father, in spite 
of her cohabitation with a female RCMP constable, 
Justice Terrance Warren said in reasons for judgement 
released this week. 

“There was no evidence whatsoever that thelesbian 
relationship was in any way notorious in the 
community or in the school” he said. 

“Nor was there any evidence that the children 
were being affected by the relationship their mother 
had established.” 


Lesbianville, USA 
(Northampton, MA) A recent issue of the National 
Enquirer claims to have discovered a well kept secret: 
Lesbianville, U.S.A. They claim that Northampton, a 
town of 30,000 is over one-third lesbian. (We're 
hearing similar stuff about Nelson, B.C. and some of 
the islands surrounding Vancouver Island.) 


Gay Candidate For Alderman 

Local Gay Rights activist Michael 
Phair has announced he is running 
for Edmonton City Council in the 
October 19th election, competing 
for one of two seats in the 
Downtown/ Southside Ward 4. He 
has been involved with GALA and 
is founder of the AIDS Network of 
Edmonton. If successful, Phair will 
join Glenn Murray in Winnipeg as 
the only other gay city councilor on the prairies. 


Bye Bye Phil 

Phil Frazer, chairman of the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission did not have his contract renewed when 
it expired at the end of May. Mr. Frazer has told gays 
and lesbians to work harder at becoming more 
“acceptable”. He has also complained that the “Old 
Boys Club” is losing control to “uppity women” and 
that men can’t fight back for fear that “they'll get it in 
the bedroom”. (Good Riddance) 


New Brunswick Becomes 6th Province 
to Outlaw Discrimination 

(Fredericton) On May 13, the New Brunswick 
legislature gave third reading toa bill outlawing anti- 
gay discrimination in private and public sector 
employment, housing, public services, professional 
associations and signs. The amendment came into 
effect May 20, making New Brunswick the 6th prov- 
ince or territory to protect gays and lesbians against 
discrimination. It is expected that B.C. and Saskat- 
chewan will also amend human rights legislation this 
year to include sexual orientation as a grounds on 
which people cannot be discriminated against. 


Not A Couple 

The Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission 
overturned the Provincial Tax Commissioner’s 
decision in that province to allow a lesbian couple's 
family exemption of Provincial Sales Tax on cars 
(family members selling cars to each other don’t have 
to pay tax). 

There have been no legal challenges on this issue 
in Nova Scotia, but the Supreme Court of Canada is 
soon expected to heararguments from other provinces 


_ on the issue that will set important precedents across 


Canada. continued page 9 
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as someone You wished you had known 

as shadowed enies of a coyote on the praice 

as an eccentric old woman, long since Lurted 

whose diaries might be discovered by an 
uncertain young grand daughter 
as hot sun beating on your bare Lack 
as vain soaking your thin silk shirt to your skin 


making your face uvet, yout EYES bright 
as the familiar peace of sureetgtass climbing 

gracefully to our ancient grandfathers 
as hour things could have Leen. 


Fon Patti; 


Mariage Poem 


The toument lies 
deep within; 
How do J free myself 
from this perceived sin? 


“From those who judge by 
iabildene 
Who do not pane if J 


alias 


Keeping my "mariage 
forever hidden; 

Until my life is accepted, 
and not forbidden 


The toument remains 
deep arithin.. 
Diane W 


‘Thoughts of you dont COME AS often now, but urhen they do, images like ghostly smoke weave their way into 
my senses, materialize, then fade again as quickly as they came, Leaving behind startlingly detailed yet 


fragmented etchings of a time gone by. 
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WOMAN TO WOMAN BOOKS ... 
A new mail order book service for feminists and 
lesbians in Albertaand NWT. Wearea small group 
of women who would like to see hard-to-get books 
available to womeninruralas well as urban centres. 
Our first book list (14 titles) is now out and will be 
followed by a catalogue (books, calendars, day 
books) in late August. To have your name on the 
mailing list, write: Woman to Woman, #106, 12404 
-114 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 3M5 or call 
454-8031. 


Souhami, Diana 

GERTRUDE AND ALICE 199] 
The facts of Gertrude Stein’s life with Alice Toklas are 
documented in this newstudy. From letters, memoirs, 
and their published wnitings, Diana Souhami brings 
alive the relationship and times of these two most 
extraordinary women. 


Park, Jacquelyn 

A STONE GONE MAD 199] 
In 1948, Emily’s adolescent affair with her sister's 
friend Mattie unleashes her family’s rage and 
contempt. Her family sends her to a psychiatrist, 
forbids visits to her nieces as if she were a child 
molester, and generally confronts her with the range 
of stereotypical attitudes facing lesbians today. 


Fraser, Brad 
UNIDENTIFIED HUMAN REMAINS AND THE 
TRUE NATURE OF LOVE 1990 
Set in Edmonton, Brad Fraser's play follows the lives 
of seven interrelated characters as they attempt to 
find love through a series of gay, lesbian and straight 
relationships. They are forced to confront their mixed 
feelings toward anold friend, Bernie, who ties together 
their past. The play has recently been staged in 
Chicago and New York. 


\ 
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Rench, Janice E 

UNDERSTANDING SEXUAL IDENTITY: A BOOK 
FOR GAY TEENS AND THEIR FRIENDS — 1990) 
A social worker who counsels gay and lesbian teens 
addresses the issue of healthy sexuality as it relates to 
scientific knowledge about homosexuality, self- 
esteem, the attitudes of others, and coming out. 
Rench’s question-and-ans wer discussion reaches out 
to teenagers who think they are gay or simply want to 
know about the subject. 


Gomez, Jewelle 

THE GILDA STORIES: A NOVEL 199 | 
The central character of this multiracial, feminist, 
lesbian vampire romance fantasy travels through time 
and leads multiple lives. Throughout her lives, Gilda 
is a woman of African descent with strong feminist 
traits and a sense of loyalty to her friends and family, 
both mortal and immortal. 


Martinac, Paula 

OUT OF TIME 1990) 
The tale of a young, urban lesbian’s obsession with 
the lives of four 1920’s women whose photograph 
album she finds - and, contrary to her nature, steals 


Dr. Dana Sue Zookie 
presents her paper: 
"The Effect of 
Lesbian Passion 

on Global Warming" 


HOE CR GL IG 


— 
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political correctness at a level of remarkable 
inclusiveness and simplicity. Those of us 
working to diminish the tyranny of gender 
- through writing, as | do, or activism, or 
both - need to keep that simplicity and 
inclusiveness in our hearts. 

This isn’t easy in the face of external and 
internal homophobia and heterosexism - 
they are just as likely to be internalized by 
gay men, lesbians and bisexuals as they are 
to be imposed by straight people. So we 
have to continue to examine our Own 
attitudes, and the refuges we choose, to 
make sure we do unto others as we want 
them to do unto us. We also have to resist 
the cynicism which can result from 
disillusionment and exhaustion. 


Your lifeand your art/writing then, seemed 
to be blended, the distinctions blurred. 
Could you comment on this? 


Recently I’ve realized that I don’t believe in 
the traditional separation of life and art. 
Making this separation has been a way of 
protecting both artists and their society from 
the passionate content and revolutionary 
effects of art and of making art. It’s a way to 
protect the status quo. | believe an artist’s 
greatest achievement is to integrate art and 
life - the result can be explosive. 

Salman Rushdie’s, “Satanic Verses” and 
Margaret Lawrence's, “The Diviners” are 
two examples of work that destroyed 
someone’s complacency. The Ayatollah of 
Iran and the “decent” burghers of 
Peterborough County, Ontario, are siblings 
under the skin when it comes to the violence 
with which they’re prepared the defend 
their status quo. 


Whatabout you? Have you personally come 
up against the status quo? Has any of your 
writing been censored? 


A: While I was writer in residence at the 


Edmonton Public Library, I had a teacher 
cancelaclass visit because she decided stories 
in my book, “Advocated Lesbianism and 
Cannibalism”. It was clear that both were 
considered equally evil - so I’m not sorry | 
didn’t meet the woman, but I’m sorry the 
kids missed out on a balanced view of the 
world. 


: That brings me back to what we were 


discussing - straight people discriminate, 
but they’re not the only ones ... 


: Yes, I think thatno matter how proud weare 


of our progress - and I have immense 
admiration and respect for all these people 
who have been working toward this - we 
should never forget that our goal is liberation 
and not another set of rules. Looking at the 
world strictly froma male or female or gay 
or lesbian, perspective might be a 
temporarily useful tool for change. But we 
cannot get stuck there - we need to move 
through it. Every set of rules excludes 
someone. Each in our own way, we are 
working toward a society which gives every 
person permission to be the bestand happiest 
that person can be. 

And while I talk about it intellectually, this 
is also something I care about ona personal 
and gutlevel, too. Idon’tlike discrimination 
anywhere it occurs. But I’mespecially upset 
by it when | hear it coming fromacommunity 
whichI’vealways felt was- or at least should 
be - accepting, caring and nurturing. For 
many people the gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community is the only family they have left. 
So if we are a family, let’s not be a 
dysfunctional family. Let's really take care 
of each other. 


Candas Jane Dorsey’s collection of short stories; 
Machine Sex and Other Stories is available at 
Greenwood’s, Aspen Books & Audrey’s Books. 
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Politics continued 


Reprieved Granted 

(Whitehorse) At the last minute, a reprieve had ta 
been granted for a lesbian and her children who were 
about to be deported. Anna Carrott and her children ; x 
Odin and Amalie will now be allowed to remain in S 
Canada while their court challenge of the deportation 
order proceeds. .\ \ 

The family came to Canada on visitors visas and 
fell in love with Northern Canada. Carrott’s partner i \ 
of eight years, Andrea Underwood, tried to sponsor 
her and the children. When the Federal Ministry of 
Immigration refused to process the application, they 
filed suit, citing violation of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

The reprieve is only the first step in what would 
appear to be a long uphill battle to gain citizenship. 
Legal fees will likely approach $30,000 for the court 
challenge. A trust fund has been established with the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance of the Yukon, Box 5604, 
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 5H4. 


Gay Marriages Ok'ed 

(Boissevain, MB) The Manitoba Conference of the 
United Church voted May 31 to develop a liturgy for 
the union of gay and lesbian couples. 

The resolution calls for the development of a formal 
service for blessing such unions. While the resolution 
called for a liturgy it did not request that the church 
recognize the "validity" of such unions. The resolution 
will be forwarded for discussion at the United Church's 
highest decision-making body, the General Council, 


— 
“It's my parents. Quick, help me think —_ 


of something heterosexual to say.” 


which meets in New Brunswick in August. \ 0 ‘ 
A week before the Toronto conference-—the largest \ 
in Canada — voted against a resolution recognizing \ 
the validity of gay and lesbian unions. Xe , in 
—Ni= - t t 


At last we can all sit down 
fo breakfast together 


Mea, come and look at this! What V Nothing less than unity 
ls a major breakthrough! for the entine Gay & 

- it? | Lesbian Community in a 
p box. And it sells for, 


¢ \ 
> Ga Lucky Chairs 
/ cereal, with Lavender 
Lambdas, Pink Triangles, 


just 723°, 
Yellow Labryses, and Blue 
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Separate or “logether? 


Activism or Social? ... What is lesbian community all about, anyway? 


by Sheryl Mcinnes 


Just the other day (July 3 to be exact) I celebrated 
the second anniversary of my public “coming out”; 
the day I first said the “L” word out loud to another 
human being in reference to myself. Fortunately, I 
kept a journal from the time | first self-identified, or I 
should say “re-identified” after a 27 year detour 
through heterosexuality. If I didn’t have my own 
words to look back on, I would not believe the mental, 
emotional, spiritual and yes, physical adventures of 
this past two years. To coincide with that anniver- 
sary, I will shortly be marking one year as a resident 
of Edmonton. 

Before I dared say that word to anyone, my 
“community” was made up of lesbian authors and 
characters in books and the sweet sound of Cris 
Williamson and Meg Christian. Living in a smaller, 
conservative city, my community did not exactly 
grow by leaps and bounds after my public declara- 
tion. It took me months to find a gay man totalk toand 
another month or two to “find the lesbians”. By that 
time I was beginning to lose patience with my own 
secrecy (what on earth did I have to be ashamed of or 
hide from?). Coming out on campus (dragging my 
gay male friend kicking and screaming into similar 
visibility) was empowering and did lead to the devel- 
opment of a lesbian and gay “community” of sorts. It 
also provided me with my first instance of blatant 
lesbian baiting that forced me to “come out” to my 
children (not as horrendous an experience as I had 
imagined). Marching in the Calgary Gay Pride Pa- 
rade of 1991 marked the end of any attempt to waffle 
on visibility. As a secondary result of that decision, I 
moved to Edmonton determined to work for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights and just live life as a lesbian; whatever 
that would mean. 

As a feminist, I was inclined toward “separa- 
tism”, not as a man-hating stance, but simply indif- 
ferent to any male agenda. I had worked with gay 
men in the late 1950’s and again in building a com- 
munity in my former home city ... it was doable even 
if an extraordinary amount of energy had to go into 
calling them on sexism or asserting some basic dif- 
ferences between lesbian and gay men. Ata certain 
level I feel we have to work together for the common 
good of all of us as “homosexuals” and part of that 


work can be done through organizations like GALA 
(Gay and Lesbian Awareness/Civil Rights Society). 
It is also somewhat financially expedient to come 
together to create a Community Centre which can 
supply a central library, counselling services and a 
safe place to drop-in to meet others. We cannot stand 
aside and criticize the Community Centre for being 
“male dominated”, if no lesbians are willing to put 
some energy into making the word LESBIAN in their 
title mean something. The Gay and Lesbian Commu- 
nity Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE, called “glicky”) 
does have a lesbian counselor (Wednesday nights at 
the moment) and 4 lesbians on its Board of Directors. 
Time will tell how much such a small number of 
women can accomplish. 

But I do love my “WOMONSPACE”! It is a real 
treat to attend the dances, work on this newsletter or 
just sit around a BBQ or living room talking to women’ 
without any need for pretense or any need to be alert 
for that “sexist remark”. And I do love my life as a 
lesbian, a life made full and rich by a committed 
relationship to another woman; a woman who shares 
this crazy movement in and out of the gay/lesbian 
and lesbian only space, where activism and social 
events criss-cross and bring their own particular 
satisfactions (and, frustrations!). 

To see ourselves asa “community”, wehave to be 
prepared to accept ourselves in all of our diversity 
and choose how we will play our lesbian identity. We 
need to have groups or organizations that work on 
human rights issues, that provide safe places to meet, 
that celebrate ourselves as lesbian or gay in separate 
spaces, that work on health issues or that simply 
provide a chance to play. Within these groups (be 
they lesbian or gay male) there is room for socializing, 
political activity and learning. These three things are 
not mutually exclusive. Wecan havea “Womonspace” 
that incorporates the fun of team sports, the self- 
affirmation of women only dances, the need for per- 
sonal contact at drop-ins, the push for our rights as 
lesbians, and some reading/study groups. Some of 
us can also transfer some of our energy into creating 
a widercommunity with gay men without diminishing 
the importance to us of having a little bit of “separa- 
tism” as women-loving-women. 
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Symbols a. OF Lesbian Culcure 


by Sheryl McInnes 


Recently, in Edmonton, 200 lesbians and gay 
proudly down a portion of Whyte Avenue to 
and the beginning of the current lesbian/gay 
are loosely associated with this movement. 


men rallied at McIntyre Park and marched 
celebrate the anniversary of the Stonewall Kiwis 
A) rights movement. The following two symbols 


The LAMBDA isa letter of the Greek alphabet - ' that science appropriated to designate “kinetic 
potential” ... the possibility of movement. After the Stonewall Riots, New York City’s Gay Activist Alliance 
selected this symbol as its emblem. Asa symbol of lesbian and gay militancy and political awareness, it spread 
around the world and became a method for lesbians to identify with each other and their culture. 


The PINK TRIANGLE has been reclaimed as a symbol of pride-in-self by lesbians and gay men. Originally it 
was used by the Nazi’s during World War II. Concentration camp inmates who were homosexual 
were forced to wear pink triangles as a sign of their outcast and degenerate status. There has recently 
been some discussion about the BLACK TRIANGLE being a particularly lesbian symbol. The Nazis 
developed a colour coding system for prisoners; green for criminals, red for political prisoners and 
so on. The black triangle was for “asocials”, those who did not fit with the ideology of the 
Third Reich. Since part of this ideology was the “virtue of women as reproducers of the master 
race”, itis entirely possible that lesbians would be considered “asocial” as much as 
homosexuals and therefore be forced to wear the black triangle. At the time of this writing I have not found any 
definite proof for this. | 


What's In A Name? 


Why do we call ourselves LESBIANS? Love between women has a long, but largely hidden history. There is 
evidence of woman to woman sexuality in the Ancient Mystery Religions and the poetry of Sappho. Romantic 
relationships between women can be found in the history and literature of women throughout the Common Era 
and across many different cultures. However, much of the debate around “lesbians in history” revolves around 
what Shiela Jefferys identifies as the question of whether “women really did IT”; and if so, did they identify the 
activity and themselves in a way that set them apart from other women. In the early 19th Century, the word 
“invert” began to appear to name those who took part in what we now call homosexual behaviour (mainly male 
sexual acts). The word “homosexual” did not come into use until 1892. Sapphism ... unnatural sexual relations 
between women ... first appears in the Oxford English Dictionary in 1980 and the word Lesbian was introduced 
by sexologist Havelock Ellis in 1897 to describe “female inverts”. It was not until well into the 20th Century that 
“lesbian” cameto mean notjust particular sexual acts / behaviors, but a total identity and lifestyle, that could then 
be viewed as a culture to which a woman belonged by virtue of her love for other women. 


It is interesting to note that the word “heterosexual” was first given dictionary status in 1901 (nine years AFTER 
homosexual) and was defined as: abnormal or perverted appetite toward the opposite sex. Since heterosexual 
was the “normal” or reproductive sexuality, it lost its earlier stigma and the “acts” so described got descriptive 


names such as satyr and nymphomaniac. 


References: Hidden From History; Reclaiming Gay and Lesbian Past; Call Me Lesbian; Lesbian Lives, Lesbian 
Theory; The Encyclopedia of Homosexuality; The Spinster and Her Enemies. 


N\ 
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Inside "OU 


It is amazing that the magazine OUT made it to the shelves of magazine racks all across Edmonton. 
There, in most mainstream stores for all the world to see, sits the premiere issue of OUT. OUT is a high 
profile, glossy lesbian and gay magazine, both visible and accessible. Copies of the magazine can even 
be purchased at Save On Foods grocery store. 

The publishers, editors, and writers have gone where no gays have gone before. Ona grand scale 
they have un-apologetically and brazenly presented information about lesbian and gay culture, media, 
politics, fashion and health. What comes to mind is the lesbian and gay equivalent of a GQ and an Elle 
merger. Most articles are written by well established writers who have previously written for 
mainstream glossies from Gourmet to the New Yorker. 

This piece was initially going to be an in depth review of OUT. However, a critique of the magazine 
at this stage would be akin to evaluating the performance of a newborn. (Besides I missed my deadline). 
Let's just give the magazinea chance. Go out an pick up a copy and support their efforts as they include 
validating our existence and experience as lesbians. 

Coco 
OUT Magazine $5.75 Canadian - Well worth it. 
Available at most stores that sell magazines (Though conspicuously absent from the shelves at Safeway). 
Phone Safeway to complain! 


‘Women In Comedy’ 
More Rude Than Funny 


by Lisa Ashley 
Edmonton Street Performers Festival — Saturday, July 11, 1992 — Garneau Theatre 


It wasa great idea: get some womyn together from 
the Street Performers Festival and showcase their 
talent at the Garneau Theatre. Blow apart myths and 
misogynist mindsets and call it “Women In Com- 
edy”. Yes, we need womyn breaking rules, challeng- 
ing patriarchy. But as entertainment, the evening was 
unfortunately a far cry from the comedy many were 
expecting. 

The first half of the show was a kind of feminist 
version of Engineering Skit Night. Non cohesive and 
at times poorly rehearsed, the content of the first half 
was a repetitive and tedious blur of “fuck”, “cunt”, 
“come”, etc. I think we counted the word “penis” 38 
times, and that was before the intermission. 

Yet, in spite of serious problems, the evening did 
highlight some very bright talent. Sensible Footwear 
from England (Alex Dallas, Alison Field and Wendy 
Voudsen) are extremely talented and versatile enter- 
tainers; and singer/songwriter Cathy Miller of 
Calgary was a pleasant addition, as well. 


The second half of the show worked much better 
than the first. Zandra Bell as “Shirley” was profes- 
sional, direct and funny. The stars of the show, 
however, were Australian Duo “Friends of Moira” 
(Carolyn Connor and Sue Arnold), a refreshing and 
innovative comedy team that got the biggest laughs of 
the night. Allinall, the evening wasa valiant efforton 
the part of producers Pamela Anthony and “Kate the 
Great”, especially considering that planning of the 
event only started the day before the show. 

Kate the Great deserves special mention for her 
courage - she performed one act bare-breasted to 
protest a sister’s conviction in Ontario for being in 
public without a top. Shirts off to Kate! Women’s 
breasts are not sexual organs, and we should have the 
freedom to go shirtless, just as men do. 

The performers of the night’s comedy let us know 
that feminism is alive and well. It’s simply regrettable 
that many performers felt they had to be so crude to 
make their point. 
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Two Cyclists Know Sex Abuse Victims’ 
Journeys of Pain 


Reprinted from Edmonton Journal, Thursday, April 2, 1992 


Two Canmore women will cycle across 
Canada this summer to raise public awareness 
of the pain experienced by victims of child sex 
abuse. 

Terry Smith, 33, and Alyson Lockwood, 32, 
plan to tell their own stories from coast to coast 
starting in St. John's, Nfld., on May 14. Their 
trip ends September 11 in Victoria. 

The trip wilalso raise money for the national 
Break the Cycle Foundation, which supports 
programs for victims of child sex abuse. 

The women decided to pedal across Canada 
after taking part in a take-back-the-night 
march in Calgary last Sept. 13 and discussing 
their own experiences withsexual abuse, Smith 
said. 

"We talked about the abusers and how they 
getaway withit. Werealized the general public 
doesn't really understand child sex abuse or 
what happens to the children who are abused 
and have to live with it as adolescents and 
adults.” 

Smith, an only child, was sexually abused 
by her father from the age of 2 until she was 18. 

Throughout her childhood, she suffered 
from low self-esteem, and her grades were far 
below what she knew she was capable of. She 
developed rashes, infections and nervous 
habits. She had peptic ulcers and shingles, and 
developed calium deposits caused by stress. 

Until she was 27, she refused toacknowledge 
the abuse affected her. But in retrospect, she 
knows it affected every aspect of her life. 

She went to the Edmonton Sexual Assault 
Centre for help and was told she'd have to wait 
four months before she could join group 
therapy. There was no way she could have 


waited four months to get therapy without 
"exploding into a million pieces." 

So she confronted her abuser, and he agreed 
to pay for counselling. Her mother has been 
very supportive since Smith revealed the incest 
six years ago and is backing her cycle trip. But 
Smith is not sure how her father will cope with 
knowing she will be telling her story from coast 
to coast. 

“He was sexually abused himself as well as 
being an abuser. | wrote a letter to him and 
said, 'I don't know how you are going to feel 
about this because you sit on both sides of the 
fence.’ In a way | think he will feel quite 
threatened because he is the one who is at- 
tached to me in this," she said. 

In Lockwood's case, her abuser was not 
related to her but was the local candy store 
owner in a southern Alberta town. The abuse 
began when she was eight but unlike Smith, 
she blocked all memories of it. She did, how- 
ever, develop epilepsy and estimates she may 
have suffered 2,600 grand mal seizures in 21 
years. 

It wasn't until two years ago, after she had 
brain surgery to remove a seven cm circular 
portion of the left temporal lobe, that the 
memories began to surface. 

She decided to write a book about being an 
epileptic and underwent hypnosis to discover 
more about her past. When she came out of 
hypnosis, she was suddenly aware of the abuse. 

She says she's too determined not to let the 
memories destroy the happiness she's found in 
conquering epilepsy. 


(See Page 18 for local dates) 
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Remarks on Lesbians and Our Families 
at the opening of the Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, Pride Week, June 1992 
by Lorna Murray 


We thought the following speech was worth 
reproducing for those of you who weren't able to 
attend the film “A Different Kind Of Family” at the 
Centennial Library Theatre. 


What I want to say has probably been 
summed up by one member of a lesbian couple, 
who said “Between us we have 8 children and 4 
grandchildren - who says lesbians don’t have 
families?” 

Many lesbians are parents - either from 
previous marriages or by design. Yet we still 
face discrimination in trying to get custody of 
our children; child support payments remain a 
serious problem; the artificial insemination clinic 
in Calgary just weeks ago finally decided to 
acceptclients without discrimination - until then 
it had been refusing lesbian clients. 

Many of us have nieces, nephews and 
godchildren for whom we are the reliable or 
short-notice babysitters; we are caregivers to 
our sisters and brothers; my mother recently 
announced that she wants to move to Edmonton 
because I’m the child that she trusts the most to 
support and care for her as she ages. 

We would be foster parents in Alberta, if 
they’d let us; we’d adopt here, if the government 
would let us. Most importantly, we have lovers 
and partners. I have lived and loved and shared 
by life with my partner longer than many of my 
straight friends have been married. If that 
wonderful woman is not my family, then who 
is? 

So if all of this is true - why does everyone 
think that lesbian families are so rare? Many of 
us are invisible because if we come out we will 
lose too much - our jobs, our homes, our families 
- and as women we already live in poverty and 
fear of violence and under the systemic discrimin- 


ation of a society that doesn’t like women very | 
much. We will lose because neither the federal 
charter nor Alberta law protect us from 
discrimination. And unfortunately evena policy 
protecting us may not make a difference. Right 
now, a large Edmonton organization which has 
an overall policy of non-discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, is refusing to add that clause 
to a union local’s contract. 

What this all means for me, whose family is 
supportive, who is lucky enough to work for the 
only political party which stands solidly in 
support of lesbian and gay people, is that I have 
an obligation to speak for by brothers and sisters 
who are silenced. , 

And what I have to share tonight is some 
hope. It has been my experience that when I 
stand proud as a lesbian, I am met with respect 
and understanding, at work, in church and in 
the community. When I speak honestly about 
the truth of my life as a lesbian woman, 
compassionate people listen. They do respond, 
they do change policies, they work with us to 
build alliances and bridges. 

When I come out, people find that they 
cannot ignore my pride. They cannot discount 
that my fightis for the basicequality and freedom 
that they desire for all the people that they love. 

So if you can’t come out, just make sure that 
you share, with at least some of us, your lives 
and struggles, so that we can carry your stories 
into the world. 

But if you can come out, or be out, then join 
your sisters and brothers in our work for justice. 
We cannot rest, we must not rest, until every 
woman, man and child in this room, and the 
ones who aren’t here, are free. 


(Send your stories to Womonspace News) 
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Womonspace Still Alive ... For Now 


On May 20, nearly 20 women met to discuss the fate of WOMONSPACE. Although the meeting 
was called in order to nail the lid on WOMONSPACE'’s coffin, the end result was a firm commitment 
by 6 women to try to breathe life back into the organization. Still, ALL THE COMMITMENT IN THE 
WORLD WILL NOT RESUSCITATE WOMONSPACE WITHOUT YOUR HELP. 

We need your support. While we fully acknowledge that the organization has had some problems 
in the past, we are asking you to recognize the positive role that WOMONSPACE has played and to 
give those of us who are willing to make some changes a chance. 

We need your input. We circulated surveys at the June dance. Call the office if you want a survey 
or just call and leave your opinions and ideas on the answering machine. We cannot address the 
needs of the community if we do not know what they are. 

We need you. Each dance requires about 20 volunteers. If a sports team does not co-sponsor a 
dance, we have to find these volunteers ourselves. Sign up to help out at a dance - you only have to 
work for 2 hour (it’s a great way to meet other women) and you get into the dance for free. Inaddition, 
for each idea of a new service we could provide and a new activity we could organize, we need 
women to help us carry it out. 

One pretty consistent answer from all of the surveys was a general recognition that if 
WOMONSPACE folds, Edmonton’s women’s community will suffer. Well friends, the fate of 
WOMONSPACE is notin the hands of the 6 women who have committed themselves to work on the 
board, the fate ofp WOMONSPACE is in your hands. 


Thoughts Jor the Day 


Liveso that when your kids think of fairness, 
caring and integrity, they think of you. 


In business and in family relationships, 
remember that the most inportant thing is 
trust. 


Choose your life's mate carefully. From this 
one decision will come ninety percent of all 
your happiness or misery. 


Do battle against prejudice and discrimin- 
ation wherever you find it. 


Never give up on what you really want to 
do. The person with big dreams is more 
powerful than one with all the facts. 
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HOROSCOPE 


by Renée Fulsom 


For those of you who love to read your horoscope but hate it when it says something 
like 'a member of the opposite sex will find you irresistible", Womonspace offers these 
very original astrological forecasts written just for gay women. 


e€eee 


Although it is the woman who ultimately controls her own destiny, the woman is — 
but a conduit of energy whose inner harmony is governed by the interactive ebb and 
flow of other life energies around her. Each of these energies is in turn acted upon by 
other forces, some of which are recognizable through the science of astrology. The 
purpose of this column is to create an awareness, within the reader, of the astrological 
forces which affect her destiny. 


Cancer (June 21 - July 22) 


Leo (July 23 - August 22) 


Element - Water 
Ruling Planet - Moon 
Keyword - I Feel Feminine 


Element - Fire 
Ruling Planet - Sun 
Keyword - I Will Masculine 


Fragile and temperamental. You may 
tend to worry too much, especially where 
friends and family are concerned. You 
have a tendency not to let go of the past. 
You are cautious, conservative and 
usually have a good business sense. You 
are affectionate, protective and loyal. 


You have a flare for drama, you like to 
entertain and do things ona grand scale. 
You are generous and open. You may 
also like to tell people how you feel they 
should run their lives and then be a bit 
lazy about doing anything with your 
own. You take to flattery easily and 
make a great friend. 
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CANCER (June 21 - July 22) 

Family and loved ones will feel particularly 
important to you right now. Take the 
initiative and lay the foundation for a solid 
future. 


LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22) 


Now isa good time to clean out those things 
that have been holding you back from 
moving ahead. Communicate your feelings 
and needs and be sure you stick with it. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 


The next couplemonths should go very well 
for you with major obstacles moving away. 
Your energy and love life should feel more 
relaxed and stable. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) 


Life is starting to make a little more sense. 
Feeling like you've finally started moving 
onto a firmer foundation, you can express 
yourself clearer and be understood. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 


Watch out, that sharp tongue might lose 
you friends, even the long time ones that 
you thought were used to it. The time may 
have come where they are finally just fed up 
with you and decide to tell you so. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 


July may bea good time to lay back and just | 


take it easy. You may feel like you don’t 
have energy to do much else. Rest and enjoy 
this time to yourself — you'll pick up again 
by August. 
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 


Before you go “head to head” with anyone 
this month be sure that the issues are real 
and not just your ego that wants it’s say. 
This time its unlikely that you'll get away 


| with it. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 19) 


Getting restless - moving may be in the 
picture for you. If not you'll probably just do 
alot of talking about it. Leaving you looking 
just a tad silly. 


PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20) 


The real you will want to express itself alot 
more this summer, so let go, play safe and 
have fun. You're never to old to really enjoy 
life and really begin to be You. 


ARIES (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19) 


Now is the time to express your needs to 
your loved ones, be realistic and honest, 
with yourself and others and all should go 
\ | Butdon’t expect burned bridges to get 
revuilt over night. 


TAURUS (Apr. 20 - May 20) 


Energy cycle should stay as it has for the 
next month or so. Don’t second guess 
yourself, stay with plans already made, lay 
the foundation for the future. 


GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) 


Lighten up, you're being just a bit too hard 
on yourself and not seeing things in a very 
positive light, everything is not as dark and 
dreary as you may think. 
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COMING 


EVENTS 


BREAK THE CYCLE 


Across Canada: Child Sexual Abuse Awareness and 
Fundraiser Campaign. Two woman from Canmore, 
Alberta, both survivors of child sexual abuse, will 
cycle across Canada this summer to increase public 
awareness of this issue and raise funds for the newly 
established BREAK THE CYCLE Foundation. 

Tha aim of the foundation is to provide financial 
support to programs which have suffered from fund- 
ing cuts. 

They will be arriving in Alberta regions on the follow- 
ing dates: Aug 13 - Medicine Hat, Aug 14 - Brooks, 
Aug 15 - Strathmore, Aug 16, 17, 18 - Calgary, Aug 19 
- Bowden, Aug 20 - Red Deer, Aug 21,22,23 - Edmon- 
ton, Aug 24, 25 - Banff. If you are interested in partici- 
pating or would like further information on activities 
in Edmonton (volunteers are needed), call Marg at 
465-1949 about Reception For Cyclists on Thur., Au- 
gust 21 and Ralley on Sat., August 23. 


Adamant Eve 
Feminist Radio on CJSR, 5:00 - 6:00 pm, 
Thursdays. CJSR wants your input! Feminist 
volunteers wanted, as little or as much time as 
you're willing to give. Call Theresa Pires at 479- 
3778 or Lee Craig at 488-6724 


Gay woman looking for basement suite with 
private entrance. Please call 425-0511 and 
leave a message for Linda at Womonspace. 


Cris Williamson & 


Tret Fire In Concert 


Thursday, July 30 at 8:00 pmat the Dr. Beatty Mitchell 
Theatre, Southern Alberta Jubilee auditorium, 
Calgary. 

Tickets available through A Women's Place Book- 
store, 1412 Centre Street South, Calgary, 263-5256. 
$17.00 in advance. $19.00 at the door. Cris will also be 
appearing at the Canmore Folk Festival. 


OUT Rights les droits VISIBLES 


Finally ... a chance for lesbians and gay men to meet 
and exchange information, ideas and strategies for 
continued activism. The conference will take place in 
Vancouver, October 9 - 11 (Thanksgiving Weekend). 
Workshops and small group discussion will be or- 
ganized in 6 general areas: AIDS/HIV and the Law; 
Mobilizing for Change; Are We Family?; Rights and 
Wrongs; Working in the Straight World; Working in 
Law time will also be available for caucusing. Billet- 
ing will be provided ... registration fees on a sliding 
scale by income. For information: Second Pan-Ca- 
nadian Conference on Lesbian and Gay Rights, 321 - 
1525 Robson Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6G 1C3 (604) 
683-4176. Update information sheets available from 
Sheryl at 454-8031. 


For Rent: One bedroom basement apart- 
ment. $275.00 plus 1/3 utilities. Non-smoker. 
Call Tammy 451-6145 


Good-Bye Lisa (Sniff, Sniff) 


For the past year and a half, Lisa Ashley has done a wonderful job of editing and writing 
articles for the WOMONSPACE Newsletter. Sadly, Lisa’s days with WOMONSPACE are 
drawing to an end as she will be moving to Victoria in August. While we share in Lisa’s 
excitement at the new direction her life has taken, we also are very sorry to see her go. 


All the best Lisa, as you begin your life in the warmer climes of B.C. Thank you for your 
tremendous contribution to WOMONSPACE. We will really miss you. 
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Letter from Rervigning Editor 


When I came to work on this newsletter a year and a half ago, I had never written 
an article, done any layout, published any poetry, written any fiction or interviewed 
any people. All I knew was that I wanted to contribute. 


So I joined the very small but dedicated group of volunteers who put the newsletter 
together every month, believing thatit would make a small but important difference 
in the lives of lesbian women. 


What I did not anticipate was how much working on the newsletter would change 
me. Ihave grownso much this past year anda half, itsincredible. I began to freelance 
for newspapers and other magazines, to publish poetry, write fiction and take 
writing classes. I confronted the homophobia within myself and developed my 
views and opinions. For this I will be forever grateful. In August I will be joining 
seven other feminist writers from across the country for a two week workshop in 
Vancouver, and after that, settle in Victoria with my family. 


So, thank you, Womonspace, for allowing me to become so much more than I was. 
As for the newsletter; there is no one as of yet who will take over as editor, but there 


is a very interesting and fun group of women in the organization that would make 
the job a hoot. Best of luck. 
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A WOMONSPACE SUMMER 
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Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to members and non-members. Activities are free 


unless otherwise noted. Everyone is welcome. The Womyn's Building is located in the 


basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Monthly General Meeting 
7:30 p.m., Womyn's Building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 
Call Womonspace for date. 


Lesbian Drop-In 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Womyn's Building 
(Basement, 230 - 106 Street). 

Call Womonspace for date. 


LESBIANISM 


A lesbian is a woman who loves other 
women. She prefers to create her intimate 
and loving relationhsips with other women. 
Other than that lesbians are as unique and 
diverse as all women. 


Lesbians come from a variety of back- 
grounds, work in every conceivable 
occupation, have different political 
affiliations, religious beliefs and lifestyles. 
Lesbians are mothers, sisters, daughters, 
wives, neighbours, co-workers, cousins, 
aunts, grandmothers... 


Lesbians are found everywhere. We forma 
significant percentage of the population. 
We live full, rich, rewarding, productive 
lifes. 


Passages from 
"Lesbianism, breaking the silence .. ." 


Volunteers & Dance Co-ordinators Needed. Please call 425-0511 


Newsletter Meeting 
August 16, 3:00 p.m., Call Womonspace for 
location. 


Womonspace Summer Dances 

are cancelled July & August. Next dance 

September 19, 1992 

Admission: Members $5.00 
Non-members $8.00 


_f Rl FRA OF MND 
jERA/VIE OF AVIIND 
FRAME OF MIND 


Custom Art Framing 


465-0534 


6150 - 90 Ave., Ottewell Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alta. T6B OP2 


Contibutors: 
Lisa Ashley, Wray Dansereau,Coco, 
Sheryl McInnis, Renée Fulsom, 
Lorna Murray & Cathy M. 
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